AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


J 
i 
t 
' 


Vol. 41 - JANUARY - 1947 - ee | 
j 


Division of Library Education 
Trends in County Service 


President's Message on Membership 
Midwinter Conference Highlights 








BOOKS 
Suggested by the Booklist Staff - 


Frontier on the Potomac 
JONATHAN DANIELS 


Gossip and information about bureaucratic goings on in the U.S. government. 


The Shore Dimly Seen 


ELLIS GIBBS ARNALL 


Georgia's progressive governor gives his views on national and international affairs. 


Under the Red Sea Sun 


EDWARD ELLSBERG 


A thrilling adventure story of U.S. salvage activities at Massawa harbor. 


A Brother Is a Stranger 


TORU MATSUMOTO AND MARION OLIVE LERRIGO 


The life of a Christian Japanese who rebelled against Japanese customs. 


Thunder Out of China 


THEODORE H. WHITE AND ANNALEE JACOBY 


Two reporters of Time magazine give from their viewpoint a complete 
picture of the last ten years in China. 


Wild Acres 


HENRY HAZLITT KOPMAN 


Charming nature essays on the Mississippi delta country. 


Vinland the Good 


NEVIL SHUTE NORWAY 


The story of Eric the Red and the discovery of America by his son Lief the Lucky written 
as a motion picture script. 


FFA 


TO EDITORS: MATERIAL IN THE 4.L.A. BULLETIN IS NOT COPYRIGHTED 


As THE official organ of the American Library Association, the A.L.A. Bulletin, sent to members, carries 
news of the Association, its officers, boards, committees, divisions, sections, round tables, and staff; addresses of 
conference speakers; articles by official representatives of the Association; and brief professional communications 
to or from members. Its scope does not include articles on library matters unrelated to the Association. Its 
authors’ opinions should be regarded as their own unless A.L.A. endorsement is specifically noted. The: Bulletin 
is partially indexed in “Current Library Literature’ in the /.ihrary Journal and by the Education Index. 

Published monthly, except August, and semimonthly in September, October, and December by the American 
Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago 11. Entered as second-class matter September 16, 1943, at the 
Post Office at Chicago, with an additional entry at Menasha, Wis., under Act of Congress of August 24, 1912. 
Acceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in United States Postal Act of October 3, 1917, 
Section 1103, amended February 28, 1925, authorized on July 8, 1918. 

$2 to $4 memberships secure 11 news numbers of the Bulletin and the Annual Reports; memberships at 
$5 and over secure in addition the Handbook and Proceedings. Institutional memberships, $5 to $25 a year. 
Single copies of news issues, 25¢ each. 








yee SS Sew 





Ss RR eR 





VOLUME 41 . NUMBER 1 ‘ JANUARY . 1947 


Bulletin 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


CARL H. MILAM * EXECUTIVE SECRETARY LUCILE DEADERICK * EDITOR 


o> CONTENTS += 


THE Division oF LiprAry EpucaTIion, Lewis F. Stieg .........00ccceeeeeees 3 
TRENDS IN CoUNTY Liprary SERVICE, Gretchen Knief Schenk ............444.. 6 
Our Common, Uniryinc Osjective, Mary U. Rothrock ...........000 0000s 12 
Wart Tusy’ar DOING ........ccccscsces saci mation inka seibened eee aaa 13 
Ze Maw Mae BLAMES «4.0. 656 iccecn cen eee 17 
MIDWINTER CONFERENCE HIGHLIGHTS .................cccecceecccccceece 19 
PU ke vee cance’ 0s ccpanekek® 3 0s o ee ee eee 21 
ee FOOD occ ka biien conn dsadabwhsvevteecncns aebav cee 24 
Ee rer ern rer ee 27 
NE FOOT oo icve se bias ov ncadbilnasdc hence eee 29 
Wealtes awe CVPREE .... . 6 .6cceweds Jes atiandeaeee eae 31 
ese Mews. at AGS . . os 6c avecessodwss case aust tec 32 





Lewis F. ST1EG 
President 





RUTH FINE RicHARD H. Locspon 
Secretary Vice President 


Officers and Board of Directors | 


Division of Library E henitins 
1940-47 





Joun S. RicHarps Harriet E. Howe JosepH L. WHEELER 
Board Member Board Member Board Member 











ER 





The Division President Discusses the 
Newest A.L.A. Division 


The Division of Library Education 


Lewis F. StT1EeG 


T THE BUFFALO CONFERENCE the 
Council of the American Library 
Association approved the formation 

of a Division of Library Education. An 
organizational meeting was held immedi- 
ately, at which a constitution was adopted 
and the following officers were elected: 
president, Lewis F. Stieg; vice president 
and president-elect, Richard H. Logsdon; 
secretary, Ruth Fine; board of directors, 
Joseph L. Wheeler, Harriet E. Howe, and 
John S. Richards. 

The constitution defines the purpose of 
the division—‘to advance the interests of 
librarianship through the maintenance and 
improvement of standards in education for 
librarianship and through the study of per- 
sonnel problems.” The organization is 
relatively simple but at the same time suf- 
ficiently definite to insure continuity and 
adequate direction of the activities of the 
division. Opportunity and machinery are, 
therefore, provided to American Library 
Association members for regular, continuous 
study and investigation of educational and 





@Dr. Stieg, a native of North Tonawanda, N.Y., is 
assistant director of the University of Illinois Library 
School. He has his B.A. and M.A. degrees from the 
University of Buffalo, an A.M. from Harvard, an 
A.B. in L.S. from the University of Michigan, and his 
Ph.D. in library science from the University of Chi- 
cago. Before going to Illinois, he was librarian of the 
John B. Stetson University and of Hamilton College. 
He is a member of Phi Beta Kappa, A.L.A., N.Y.L.A, 
and Bibliographical Society of America. 
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personnel problems—fundamental at all 
times in any profession and at the moment 
among the most serious in the whole field 
of librarianship. 

The formation of the Division of Library 
Education is largely the result of the efforts 
of a group in the Professional Training 
Round Table. This group was convinced 
that the advantages of divisional organiza- 
tion were essential for those American Li- 
brary Association members whose activities 
are primarily in the fields of education and 
personnel. Under the chairmanship of 
Harriet E. Howe, a meeting of the Profes- 
sional Training Round Table was held at 
the Midwinter Conference of 1945 to make 
plans and to take preliminary steps to estab- 
lish a division. Under B. Lamar Johnson, 
who succeeded Miss Howe as chairman of 
the round table, the organizational work 
was completed. The help of Wayne Shir- 
ley, acting chairman of the Committee on 
Divisional Relations during the Buffalo 
Conference, was invaluable. 

The Professional Training Round Table 
has had a long and useful history. It has 
contributed much of value to librarianship, 
and the names of many outstanding librar- 
ians have been associated with it. But 
apparently the time has come when those 
interested primarily in personnel and in 
education for librarianship need an organi- 
zation on the same level as that of other 
groups in the American Library Associa- 
tion who are represented by divisions. 


So 
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Representation in Council, regular funds, 
and the other advantages of divisional or- 
ganization should be of great benefit to 
those who will concern themselves in the 
future with “the maintenance and improve- 
ment of standards in education for librar- 
ianship and the study of personnel 


problems.” 


ae 
Division’s Program 


A LTHOUGH the new division has as yet 


no members and consequently no 
funds it does have a program—a program 
that was prepared for it by the library pro- 
fession as a whole. Personnel has become 
the major problem in practically every li- 
brary during the war period. Inextricably 
involved with it are problems of recruiting 
and education. Several studies and investi- 
gations concerned with these problems are 
under way or scheduled for the near future 
under the sponsorship of various groups in 
the profession. The new division should 
provide a clearing house where all efforts 
will be coordinated, where all interested 
groups and parties will have a chance to be 
heard. There will almost certainly be 


significant developments in professional 
education and in personnel administration 
Whatever the 


developments, they should be the better be- 


within the next few years. 


cause everyone concerned has had a chance 
to contribute his share through an organiza- 
tion functioning under the divisional plan. 

In the area of formal educational pro- 
grams alone the division has a major re- 
sponsibility which to date has not been 
assumed by any other organization in the 
library field, the coordination of various 
types of training at all levels. The Division 
of Library Education offers a common meet- 
ing ground where representatives of all 
types of training agencies can participate; 
where one of the most important questions 


of all, the interrelationships among the vari- 


4 A.L.A. BULLETIN: JANUARY 1947 


ous levels and kinds of training, can be real- 
istically considered by the people most di- 
rectly concerned. There is much talk about 
a “new pattern” in education for librarian- 
ship. It is perhaps inevitable that with the 
temper of the times what it is, education for 
librarianship should be the object of re- 
Higher education—liberal, 
technical, professional—is being subjected 
to new evaluations and to critical attention 
Whatever the cause of this 


evaluation. 


on all sides. 
desire to re-examine the aims and methods 
of education for librarianship, no one can 
doubt the value of the process. 


Will Have New Place 
: Division of Library Education is, 


therefore, anything but “just another 
piessure group.” Most of the aims and ac- 
tivities of the Professional Training Round 
Table will be continued to better effect, it 
is hoped, because of the advantages resulting 
from bringing the group into line with the 
new organizational structure of the Ameri- 
can Library Association. The division is in 
no sense duplicating or usurping the func- 
tions of the Board of Education for Li- 
brarianship or of the Board on Personnel 
Administration, any more than did its pred- 
ecessor, the Professional Training Round 
Table. 


agencies of the Association, and their mem- 


Boards are primarily administrative 


bers are appointed by the Executive Board. 
Divisions are essentially democratic in na- 
ture, providing the opportunity for com- 
The 


Division of Library Education is the means 


plete membership participation. 
by which greater membership participation 
can be achieved in the preliminary work 
that is and should be basic to the delibera- 
tions and decisions of the Board of Educ. 
tion for Librarianship and the Board on 
Personnel Administration. 

There must, of course, be exchanges of 


information and close cooperation between 
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During the 
very short period that the division has been 
in existence there have already been many 


the division and the boards. 


indications that its members will be given 
every consideration by the boards. ‘The 
Board on Personnel Administration has, for 
example, invited the division to name a rep- 
resentative to its advisory subcommittee of 
division representatives. Another example 
is that the Board of Education for Li- 
brarianship invited a representative of the 
division to participate in a conference on 
questions in education for librarianship. 
Such opportunities to work together on com- 
mon problems can be expected to become 
more frequent as the division develops and 
gives evidence of the .contribution it can 
make. 


Cooperation with A.A.LS. 


ROGRAMS of annual conferences of the 
American Library Association have fre- 
quently included joint meetings of the Pro- 
fessional Training Round Table and the 
American Association of Library Schools. 
There has been evidence that this form of 
cooperative endeavor between the Associa- 
tion and the division will continue. With 
its restricted membership, the American 
Association of Library Schools has as a 
matter of course more limited interests and 
functions than the Division of Library 
Education. Where those interests overlap, 
however, cooperation can and should be the 
most satisfactory method of achieving ob- 
jectives. There is every reason to expect 
that it will be just as effective and frequent 
in the future as it has been in the past. 
No group, no matter how perfect its 
organization, can succeed without the sup- 
port of an active and interested member- 


ship. The opportunity to become a member 
of the Division of Library Education will 
be provided when American Library As- 
sociation membership blanks for 1947 are 
distributed. Most people associated with 
library schools and those who are concerned 
directly with some phase of training or per- 
sonnel will recognize the necessity for 
afhliation with the Division of Library 
Education. Almost without exception they 
will probably want to support as well the 
work of at least one other division in the 
But they 
will now have representing their major in- 
terest an organization that is on a level with 
those provided for other specialists in vari- 
ous phases of librarianship. 


American Library Association. 


Membership Not Limited 
Ti. MEMBERSHIP of the Division of Li- 


brary Education cannot, however, be 
limited to those who are teachers and to li- 
brarians in charge of personnel. It must be 
representative of the entire library profes- 
sion. It must include administrators, cata- 
logers, reference librarians—practitioners in 
every branch of librarianship from every 
kind of library. The Division of Library 
Education must also be supported by those 
whose first loyalty is to some other division 
in the American Library Association. The 
experience of the past few years has demon- 
strated very clearly that recruiting, train- 
ing, and all other personnel and educational 
problems must be in part the responsibility 
of every librarian. The Division of Library 
Education can provide leadership and can 
give direction, but its work will be mean- 
ingless unless it includes the contributions 
of representatives from every kind of li- 
brary activity. 
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Presented before the County and Regional Libraries 


Section, Buffalo, June 18 


Trends in County Library Service 


GRETCHEN KNieEF SCHENK! 


OME FOUR YEARS ago when the State 
of Washington embarked on_ its 
county library development program 

in which fourteen county libraries were 
voted by the residents of those counties 
within the short space of twenty-six months, 
we were rather desperate to find enough 
material to tell our trained librarians, 
chiefly inexperienced in county work, what 
a county-wide library service program really 
entailed. As is so often the case, the per- 
sons most interested in the promotion of 
the new county library manual were finally 
saddled with the task of preparing it. You 
know the usual reply, “You're so interested 
in this problem, will you accept the chair- 
manship of this committee?” 

Added to our interest in seeing the book 
prepared, it seemed, mistakenly perhaps, to 
combine quite nicely with a so-called retire- 
ment. Scarcely had I joined my husband 
on our farm near Mobile, Ala., and settled 
what could be done, when the problem of 
getting ready to write the manual arose. I 
knew the manual was needed, but, after 
all, that is a far cry from writing it! Be- 
sides, the Publications Committee of the 
Library Extension Division planned to 
make it a rather inclusive manual, depicting 
not merely Washington or California— 
states that I knew fairly well—but prac- 
tices in various parts of the country. So it 


‘A note about Mrs. Schenk appeared on page 423 
of the November 1946 A.L.A. Bulletin. 


was necessary for me to go and see before 
I could sit and write. 

The manual would not have been possi- 
ble without the help of those who so kindly 
devoted hours, often days, or a whole week, 
to showing me county, state, or regional li- 
brary systems. When a busy county li- 
brarian is willing to take a whole day to 
describe her library system to a would-be 
author, when a state worker, knowing that 
her desk is piling higher and higher with 
unanswered mail and unsolved problems, is 
willing to take a whole week of her time, 
then there can be no question as to whether 
county library work and its future develop- 
ment is important and whether it is worth 
while to encourage the writing of a manual 
on this subject. 

For the sake of those who may not be 
familiar with the outline as proposed by 
the Publications Committee, it might be 
well to sketch briefly what the manual is 
to contain. Whether the completed book 
will follow the outline exactly or whether 
it will bear only a faint resemblance in the 
end remains to be seen, though our inten- 
tions are to do the former as nearly as pos- 
sible. Following a brief picture of the li- 
brary in the community as a whole in the 
scheme of government, different systems of 
county library service patterns are to be de- 
scribed. 

The second portion of the book will out- 
line methods of setting up local service, or- 
ganization and administration of the li- 
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brary, types of service agencies, personnel, 
the book collection, techniques, and public 
relations and publicity. 

Before we could decide on several specific 
points, we had to determine to what audi- 
ence we would address the volume if and 
when it was written. There is much ma- 
terial needed on county library service: a 
book or pamphlet for the layman, describ- 
ing in simple language and somewhat 
greater detail what a county library is and 
does, something that can be handed to citi- 
zens who may be interested in promoting 
We need to 
bring the little leaflet, “How to Organize 
a County Library Campaign,” published by 
the A.L.A. in 1931, up-to-date. We also 
need material for our county library board 
members who are suddenly confronted with 
the wholly unfamiliar responsibility of or- 
ganizing a county library system. 

But even more than that the committee 
felt that a general manual of procedure 
was needed. It was to be a book addressed 
to librarians who are either in the county 
library field and need to compare their or- 
ganization with others or who are eager to 
know more about this expanding program. 
The committee felt quite correctly that if 
librarians had such a book and were them- 
selves well informed, they could then trans- 
late its message to Friends of the Library 
and other interested laymen. 


county-wide library service. 


What Manual Will Not Be 


0, EVEN THOUGH the manual is still in 
S embryo, we can tell you a few things 
you are not to expect of the book. It will, 
first of all, not be definitive—the county 
library book to end all county library books. 
It will not tell you “This is the best way to 
do county library work.” If I have learned 
anything in my travels through a dozen 
states, visiting more than fifty county li- 
braries, it is definitely this: “There is no one 
royal road to perfect county library service.” 
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There are so many different types of serv- 
ice, suited to such a variety of communities, 
that it would be disastrous to attempt to 
make it definitive. Besides, county-wide li- 
brary service is still so young and the whole 
extension movement has such potentialities 
that we want to encourage experimentation, 
provided we continue to aspire to ever 
higher standards. 

Second, the manual will not be burdened 
with statistics. "The movement to estab- 
lish county libraries is spreading so rapidly 
that any statistical tables published today 
would be out-of-date tomorrow. Further- 
more, we need not fool ourselves. All the 
county libraries listed by the A.L.A. are not 
true county libraries as modern, progressive 
county librarians think of them today. So 
we shall dispense with all but the most 
necessary statistics. 

Third, the manual will definitely not be 
a theoretical treatise on library extension. 
There is a vast difference between being 
merely theoretical and holding a sound 
philosophy of library extension. You can 
be a fairly good librarian without knowing 
too much about the theory of librarianship, 
but if you have evolved no philosophy of 
your own regarding the work you are doing, 
heaven help you! 


Will Report Practices 


F COURSE, if the manual is to be prac- 
() tical, it would report practices in 
various fields in all kinds of libraries. But 
even now I can hear librarians say: “That 
will never work in my library. We're dif- 
ferent, or our county is different, or our 
staff is different, or conditions are differ- 
ent.” Well, remember that whatever it 
may be, it has been done by someone some- 
where who had a problem to solve. Prac- 
tical experiences are often costly in their 
experimental stages; and if the manual can 
eliminate some of this cost by reporting 
what has been successful, so much the better. 
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However, lest anyone get the idea that 
it will be filled with detailed methods of 
procedure on how to set up charging sys- 
tems in county libraries, how to do the hun- 
dred and one little details of county li- 
brary housekeeping, then I’m afraid they 
will again be disappointed. If the manual 
is to be addressed to practicing librarians it 
would be folly to load it up with material 
which can be found in many other volumes. 
It should, however, show where, how, and 
why county library service differs from the 
accepted patterns of city library service and 
those 


procedures profitably be ex- 


plained. 


may 


Finally, the manual will not please all 
readers, no matter how carefully it is pre- 
pared or how painstakingly it is written. 
There will be too much of this and not 
enough of that depending on each librari- 
an’s needs and previous background and 
experience. 


What Manual Will Be 
Non having listed some of the things 


that the manual will not do or be, we 
should give a hint as to what we hope it will 
We hope it will reflect the 
modern thinking of many county and state 


accomplish. 
extension workers. All of us, no matter 
where we may work or what our particular 
job may be, must think ahead of ourselves 
as well as ahead of the job at hand if it is 
to grow and develop. Libraries are living 
organisms that atrophy and die if they are 
not constantly tended and encouraged and, 
even if extension work as such is still in its 
infancy, we can observe dry rot and decay 
in single cells which would be tragic were it 
to spread to the whole body. 

We also hope that the manual will show 
how interwoven municipal and county or 
multi-county library work is, and how one 
dare not be one whit different from the 
other if the whole fabric of public library 
This is particu- 


work is to grow stronger. 
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larly important, inasmuch as the most fa- 
miliar pattern in library service today is that 
Then librari- 
ans who are familiar with this one type of 


given by municipal libraries. 


library service can readily become ac- 
quainted with the wider fields of library 
extension, differences will be erased, and 
that invisible, often terrifically high wall 
that separates city and county librarians will 
crumble like powder and blow away. 

There are, of course, some patterns and 
procedures typical of county libraries that 
are not so common in municipal libraries. 
But there are reasons for them and one of 
the principal tasks will be to explain these 
reasons or give some historical background 
for them, at least. 

Finally, what are some of the observable 
trends in our county libraries today. There 
is a definite upswing in extension, that be- 
gan, as Carleton B. Joeckel pointed out in 
his recently published proceedings of the 
around 
1935 and has continued ever since. Citi- 


zens are interested in hearing what other 


Institute on Library Extension, 


counties and states are doing, city librarians 
and board 


about extending their services over the en- 


members often want to hear 


tire county, and county librarians are be- 
ginning to think in terms of multi-county 
County li- 
brarians want to know what they can learn 


services and cooperative plans. 


from other county librarians, state leaders 
would like to share their experiences with 
other state workers. 


State Leadership Important 
HERE state library leadership is vigor- 
W ous well-planned, and skilful, there 
Now and then 
it grows in spite of a lack of leadership, but 


library extension flourishes. 


that is the exception that proves the rule. 
State library associations can do a great deal 
to encourage and support better state li- 
brary programs, so if your program needs 


improvement do something about it. It may 
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be a long-term program but you will suc- 
ceed in the end. 

Speaking of state library leadership, those 
states that have good library plans seem to 
be making progress faster than the rest. 
Could it be that having set their goals and 
raised their standards, they know definitely 
where they are going and are losing no time 
getting there? ‘There are detours along the 
road no doubt, and library programs like 
other movements often have to wait on state 
legislators or county board action. A state 
program for library service, worked out 
jointly between the state library agency and 
the library association of the state and other 
library leaders, has the double advantage of 
support from all levels. Neither one can 
work without the other, because a program 
evolved by the state agency will remain a 
dead thing on paper unless the citizens of 
the state, and chiefly the librarians, are 
willing to push it. A program worked out 
singlehandedly by the library association of 
the state or a group of library leaders will 
be undeniably hampered if it must battle 
apathy or even antagonism on the part of 
the state agency, since very often the pro- 
gram depends on legislation and better finan- 
cial support, both of which are hard to get 
if there is a divided front. 


Need Better Workers 


NOTHER TREND that is noticeable is not 
A particularly new but reaffirmed what 
all extension workers know, namely, the bet- 
ter the training and background, the better 
the personality of the county workers, the 
better the service. States that have main- 
tained high standards in their county library 
personnel, have upheld certification stand- 
ards even in bad times, and have fostered in- 
service training, are, generally speaking, 
ahead in their extension programs. Natu- 
rally, there are always individual excep- 
tions to which we can point, but by and 
large that is the picture. 
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Coupled with this is the awareness 
that we need to do some vigorous re- 
cruiting for county and multi-county li- 
brarians. We need better and more courses 
for county library workers in our library 
schools. We would profit greatly from 
some in-service training for our state work- 
ers, too. Who is to do this recruiting? 
Why, county librarians themselves, because 
who else could “sell” the county library 
idea as well. We now have Adéle de 
Leeuw’s book With a High Heart to show 
what one type of rural library service is like 
and a very good picture it is, indeed, speak- 
ing as a one-time librarian of a very small, 
poorly staffed county library. 

Many of us could profitably follow Anne 


Farrington’s suggestion of taking a few high | 


school girls on for a week or two and just 
letting them follow us around to see what 
county library work is really like—the 
thrills as well as the drudgery. Most of 
us don’t know enough about other people’s 
jobs to know whether we would like them 
or not. But a really good look-in would 
help us get a fairly accurate picture of what 
goes on. If the county librarian is the 
right type and the girls chosen for the ex- 
periment are equally right, there is no 
reason why our library schools should not 
show an upswing very soon in the regis- 
tration of those interested in extension 
work, 


State Aid Important 


NOTHER observable trend is the benefit 
A of state aid in the extension of county 
and multi-county library service. Both Ohio 
and Michigan have had the modern type of 
state aid for libraries over a sufficiently 
long period of time now so that some defi- 
nite results can be observed. ‘These states 
would be the last to claim that they know 
all the answers to the problems, but such 
states as embark on state aid programs for 
library service today will benefit in no small 
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measure from their experiences. That such 
aid is a definite incentive to library exten- 
sion can no longer be doubted, but, as Julia 
Wright Merrill said at the Institute on 
Library Extension, we need to do more 
studying. It would be a fine subject for a 
master’s thesis to discover just what effect 
state aid has had on library extension in the 
several states, whether it was used to the 
best advantage and what its probable future 
will be. Or is that too much to ask of a 
progressive master of arts? 


Cooperative Service 


service. In 


HERE Is also a growing trend toward 
some 


more cooperative 
instances the plant is still very tender and 
_we scarcely know whether it will survive 
the blows and buffets of active existence. 
Better cooperation between city and county 
libraries, between all the libraries in one 
county, between schools and county librar- 
ies in the matter of book services and proc- 
esses, interlibrary loans, cooperative buying, 
exchange and interchange of personnel, all 
are a healthy sign that we not only expect 
the nations of the world to get together but 
that we can and will do so on a much more 
feasible scale in our own territories. 
Finally, we find that the basic structure 
of library laws is undergoing severe scrutiny 
We can- 


not have good, sound extension of library 


and overhauling in several states. 


service without the proper simple, strong 
legal foundation. We cannot have multi- 
county library units if there is no law on 
our books through which such an organiza- 
tion can be perfected. We may talk the 
entire week about the benefits of larger 
units of service, but unless the legal depart- 
ments of our counties and states will permit 
such a unit to function and unless there is 
legal machinery set up to support such or- 
ganization, then all our talk is in vain. 
Changing laws is not outside of the realm of 
possibilities ; in fact, it isn’t particularly hard 
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if the matter is properly handled, and li- 
brarians surely should have more than a 
theoretical interest in the laws under which 
their libraries However, once 
they have been enacted, librarians should 
also make them work to the fullest possible 
extent. It is amazing how flexible good, 
broad laws can be and how many things 
skilful, astute librarians can do under such 
laws. If you have a law, use your head and 
figure things out! 


operate. 


County Libraries in Name Only 


usT to show you that the state library 
J workers who were my guides in these 
travels were willing to show the underside 
as well as the sunny side of the picture of 
library service, I can report that there are 
quite a number of libraries still that are 
county libraries in name only. Receipt of 
$1000 does not make a county library even 
if the county board of supervisors mistakenly 
thinks so and the A.L.A. permits them to 
be listed as county libraries. And when the 
receipts drop to $300 and $400 a year and 
the chairman of the county library board 
says the board is not going to ask for more 
because “this is not the year,” then we must 
stop and take stock. It may be fine to start 
service on a shoestring, though I seriously 
doubt it. But it definitely is suicidal to 
library extension if we make the same mis- 
take in our larger units that we did in 
organizing so many of our city libraries, 
pretending that library service costs little or 
nothing. ‘We have only ourselves to 
blame” if this newer movement of county 
service suffers from the same ailments that 
our city libraries have contended with all 
these years. Yes, it may be fine to start on 
a small budget, but heaven help us if we 
stay there! We need to study our stand- 
ards, we need to plan well ahead, and then 
we must ask for what we need. 

Aside from the fact that there are quite 
a number of county libraries that are such 
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in name only and that many of them suffer 
from the same ills of undernourishment and 
privation that beset our municipal libraries, 
there is the human angle. If we could have 
perfect personnel in all our county and 
multi-county libraries, we would probably 
evolve perfect library service. But there 
are still those who are county librarians in 
name only. ‘They are content to serve those 
who come to their desks, those who live con- 
veniently close, but otherwise they would 
There are those 
comes to 


rather not be bothered. 
who, when the _ opportunity 
broaden the services of their libraries, see 
only stumbling blocks and no challenges. 
They ask, ‘““What will happen to my library, 
my board, my books and people?” 

Finally, there are the tired librarians, 
those county librarians who have been at 
their jobs through all the hard war years. 
They have carried the heat and burden of 
the days of staff shortages and all the com- 
plications that they entailed. Often they 
feel that they have exhausted the possibili- 
ties that their counties offer. Maybe they 
have. But more likely they substantiate the 
claim of the author of How Never to Be 
Tired that fatigue is another form of bore- 


dom. For them we would propose a sys- 


tem of job exchanges. No, it isn’t easy to 
exchange top jobs, but we know it can be 
done, because it has been done. New ideas, 
fresh problems, and different people with 
whom to work will add up to a refreshed 
spirit at the end of the adventure. 


Visit Good States 


F THAT is not possible, then how about 
doing what your speaker did? How 
about visiting Ohio, Michigan, North Caro- 
lina, Louisiana, and all the rest of the states 
where things are happening? You don’t 
have to write a book to give you permission 
to take such a jaunt and, believe me, if you 
don’t return with a new faith in the library 
extension movement and in the librarians 
doing the job, then I shall miss my guess 
by a wide margin. They are a grand lot of 
people, a group that you will be proud to 
belong to and one that will make you want 
to be better tomorrow than you are today. 
They will want to make you stretch to reach 
that heaven of improved county-wide li- 
brary service. Even if not a single one of 
us ever reaches the perfection we seek, it 
still will be fun trying, because as Brown- 
ing said: ““What is heaven for except that 
a man’s reach should exceed his grasp?” 








The A.L.A. President Urges Wider Participation in 
A.L.A.’s Work by Increased Membership 


Our Common, Unilying Objective 
Mary U. Rorurock’ 


ost OF us when we joined the library profession hoped it would give 

us these two things: reasonable assurance of an adequate and secure 

living, and an opportunity for socially useful work, which would con- 

tribute to our individual development. These two desires, we may be sure, 

will be present also in the consciousness of coming generations of librarians. 
What is the place of A.L.A. in helping fulfil these desires? 

The library profession is evolving in a pattern similar to that of other pro- 
fessions.” Briefly described, it is this: (1) A social need arises; it fires the 
minds of some interested individuals and a few of them are moved to do some- 
thing about it. (2) After a while an organization is formed; it advances the 
objectives of the group, helps the members extend their technical knowledge 
and skill and improve their social and economic status. It holds meetings, issues 
publications, develops professional training, and establishes professional stand- 
ards. (3) As the profession grows, specialization of work gives rise to the 
formation of separate groups within the larger association; these special groups, 
in turn, tend to repeat the evolutionary pattern of the parent organization. 

With increasing specialization the inclusive, unifying objective around which 
the organization was formed tends to fade from consciousness; members 
within separate specialized groups lose in some degree their sense of significant 
participation in the total effort. When this happens the member loses much of 
the satisfaction which comes from group action and accomplishment, and the 
organization loses forcefulness and vitality in advancing the objectives of the 
profession and in helping its individual members. The point of diminishing 
returns has been reached. The remedy for this condition lies, not in the 
ibolition of special interest groups, but in vigorous reaffirmation of the inclu- 
sive, unifying objective, and in establishing effective member participation 
in the work of A.L.A. 

This year of 1947, perhaps more than any other within our lifetime, offers 
the occasion for reaffirming the purpose w hich all librarians hold in common 

—the diffusion of information and ideas through libraries. All of us, what- 
ever our specializations, share this responsibility. 

And with each of us rests the privilege of multiplying our professional and 
personal satisfactions through our wholehearted membership participation in 
our local and state library groups and in the A.L.A. 


' A note about Miss Rothrock appeared on page 227 of the July 1946 A.L.A. Bulletin 


2 See the excellent chapter, ‘Professional Organizations,’’ in William H. Carlson’s College and University Li 
braries and Librarianship. Chicago, A.L.A., 1946 
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Activities of Libraries and Library Associations Gleaned 


from Letters, Reports, and Bulletins 


What They re Doing 


N CONNECTION with the proposed es- 
tablishment of library service in Brule 
County, $.D., the county superintend- 

ent and the rural teachers sponsored an essay 
contest on libraries. Writers of the win- 
ning essays were invited to read them before 
the local chamber of commerce, the Lions’ 
Club in Kimball, and the Commercial Club 
in Pukwana. On rally day, at which time 
boys and girls from all over the county 
met for a field day and program in Chamber- 
lain, the winning essays were announced 
and read and the prizes were awarded by 
the librarian of the Chamberlain Public 
Library. Subjects of the essays were: 
Grades 1-2, My Book Friends; Grades 
3-4, Our Visit to a Library in Brule 
County; Grades 5-6, An Illustrated Note- 
book on Libraries; Grades 7-8, What a 
County Library Can Do for Brule County. 
The contest was the culminating activity 
of a teaching unit on “The History of the 
Library” which was studied for two weeks 
in every rural school. 


Recruiting by Radio 


Alice M. Farquhar, head of the Adult 
Education Department of the Chicago Pub- 
lic Library, was selected as the first person 
to be interviewed by young people interested 
in librarianship on the Salute to Youth 
series of radio programs given over station 
WJJD at 9:00 o’clock Saturday mornings. 
Sponsors Zonta International and the Chi- 
cago Boys Club plan to give young people 
a chance to gain vocational information 
through these interviews with some of the 
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more successful members in the field of 
their choice. 


Volunteer Clipping Service 


Montclair Free Public Library, Mont- 
clair, N.J., has secured the voluntary co- 
operation of a number of the local residents 
who clip and send to the library all articles 
in print relating to the library. These 
clippings in turn are sent out in answer 
to letters inquiring about the library’s 
services. 


Go and Do Likewise 


Eleanor Sharpless Stephens, librarian, 
Oregon State Library, Salem, reports that 
the twenty-five dollars she received from 
the Junior League Magazine for a recent 
article will be spent for the film “The Li- 
brary on Wheels.”” The film is to be used 
throughout the state to stimulate interest 
in the Public Library Service Demonstra- 


tion Bill. 


“Great Books” in Cleveland 


The Cleveland Public Library, among 
many other libraries, is now sponsoring a 
series of discussions on “Great Books.” The 
courses are given in the main library and 
fourteen neighborhood branches, meeting ev- 
ery other week for two-hour sessions “to dis- 
cuss a selected list of Great Books which 
provide insight into the fundamental prob- 
lems of mankind.” In connection with the 
course, there is also a weekly broadcast on 
the “Great Books” over station WJW on 
Saturdays at 12:15 P.M. 
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Stay-at-Home Stories 


During the recent voluntary poliomy- 
elitis quarantine, Minneapolis children were 
entertained by a series of “Fun at Home” 
radio programs conducted throughout the 
week. One of the most popular of the 
programs was the Stay-at-Home stories 
with storytellers, material, and music fur- 
nished by the Minneapolis Public Library. 


Bridgeport’s 25th Anniversary 


The Public Library Staff Association of 
Bridgeport, Conn., because of war con- 
ditions, celebrated its twenty-fifth anni- 
versary one year late, in 1946, with an 
anniversary tea at which the original mem- 
bers of the association were guests of honor. 


Cooperation in Community Problems 


Muskegon County, Mich., has published 
a leaflet describing the four major problems 
facing the community, namely, veterans, 
recreation, race relations, and community 
planning. People and agencies to be con- 
sulted for information on these subjects 
are included, as well as lists of pertinent 
books on each subject under the heading 
“Helps from the Libraries.” 


New York’s Studies 


In New York the library studies being 
conducted by the state education depart- 
ment, at the request of the New York 
Library Association, are being continued 
for another year. 

At present three aspects of the library 
program are being given special attention: 
(1) the application of the proposed plan 
for regional library service, (2) the library 
functions of the state education department, 
and (3) the relation of public libraries 
to other adult education agencies and groups. 

The first study will outline tentative 
regional divisions of the state; suggest the 
location of regional libraries from the stand- 
point of efficiency, economy, and conven- 
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ience of service; and plan the tentative 
organization of the regional library, in- 
cluding personnel, budget, and variety of 
services. All types of library service will 
be taken into consideration, especially the 
relationship of central rural school districts 
to an expanded library program. 

The study of the library functions of the 
state education department is being made 
with special emphasis on the work of the 
state library and its relation to library ex- 
tension and to other libraries in the state. 

The consideration of public libraries in 
their relation to other adult education 
agencies and groups is part of the proposed 
plan for adult education in New York 
State. The primary aim will be to define 
the unique contribution of the library to 
adult education in a community and to 
supplement this definition by determining 
marginal functions which might be per- 
formed in typical community situations. 


Personalized Bookmarks 


The colored bookmarks issued last year 
by the Albertson Public Library, Orlando, 
Fla., contained reading suggestions and 
clever line-drawings of individual staff mem- 
bers responsible for the books listed for 
that month. Markers with instructions for 
circulation were issued to local hospital 
patients also. Part of the library’s public 
relations budget of four hundred dollars 
was spent on the popular bookmarks, and 
fifteen thousand blotters advertising the li- 
brary also were distributed through store 
bills, banks, the Chamber of Commerce, 
and the library. 


Modisette Memorial Awards 


The Louisiana Library Association Com- 
mittee on Standards has drawn up a stand- 
ard list of measurements for awards to 
parish, school, and college libraries in 
memory of the late J. O. Modisette, chair- 
man of the Louisiana Library Commission 
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These line drawings were used to illustrate the annual report of the Greenwich Library 
in Greenwich, Conn. The librarian, Elizabeth B. Hurlbutt, has graciously allowed the A.L.A. 
Public Relations Office to have cuts of the drawings made, and any library which wishes to 
borrow the cuts should address the A.L.A. Public Relations Office, 50 E. Huron St., 


Chicago 11. 


for sixteen years prior to his death in 1942 
and a recipient of the A.L.A. citation of 
merit for trustees, awarded posthumously. 
Libraries will be rated and judged for the 
awards to be given at the next meeting of 
the state association. 


Newark’s Annual Report 


The Newark Public Library has recently 
issued one of the most effective annual re- 
ports we have seen. And librarians aren’t 
the only ones who think it is a good report. 
Here is what the Public Relations News of 
November 18 had to say about it: 


Most appealing goodwill ambassador ever 
sent out to make friends for the country’s 
libraries is “The Power of Print,” current 
annual report of the Newark Public Library, 
Newark, N.J. We don’t often go so “all out” 
in our recommendations, but this time we sug- 


gest that whatever your field, if you report 
to your stockholders or employers through 
the printed word, get this idea-provoking 48- 
page booklet. 

It will hold your attention from first word 
to last . . . its cartoons will keep you chuck- 
ling . .. and you'll get a picture of the scope 
of a library’s service to a community’s inhabi- 
tants, schools, and industries that will estab- 
lish the library forever in your mind as an 
effective community relations tool. This re- 
port, released to comply with the New Jersey 
state law that library boards report every 
year to the municipal legislative bodies, con- 
tains the qualities of frankness, simplicity, and 
entertaining writing sadly lacking in so many 
of industry’s annual reports. 

Here’s a paradoxical note: this highly in- 
formative booklet reports on a survey among 
the people of Newark which indicates that 
50% had not been in the Newark Public 
Library during the past five years .. . if ever, 
and 62% did not know that the library offers 
services other than the lending of books. 
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The report was prepared by a specialist 
in report writing, Alexander L. Crosby of 
New York City, who before specializing 
in this kind of work had had seventeen 
years of journalism and free lance writing. 
According to John B. Kaiser, director of the 
Newark Public Library, Mr. Crosby was 
paid a flat fee of $1250 for a 48-page book- 
let seen through the press. In addition to 
Mr. Crosby’s fee, the library paid for mak- 
ing cuts, printing, incidentals, etc. So far 
the library has ordered six thousand copies 
of the report, and the total cost was $3890. 
Mr. Kaiser says that copies will be avail- 
able for limited distribution to librarians 
interested in seeing this fine example of a 
public library report. 

Mr. Crosby and an assistant worked 
closely with the library staff members; ex- 
amined many manuscripts, monthly and an- 
nual reports of departments and of the 
library; and interviewed staff members, 
members of the public in the library, and 
members of the public on the street. 


Books for Poland 


As an aid toward the rehabilitation of 
Polish libraries, Enoch Pratt Free Library, 
Baltimore, recently presented Hilda P. 
Holme’s generous gift of more than nine 
hundred children’s books to the Warsaw 
Public Library. Included in the collection 
were books that serve as “bridges” to inter- 
national understanding as well as those that 


show the American way of life. 


Ohio Library Institute 


A Better Libraries Institute was held in 
November by the Summit County Library 
Association, an A.L.A. chapter, in coopera- 


tion with the Cleveland Library Club and 
the Cleveland chapter of Special Libraries 
Association, in order to discuss various 
phases of bettering college, special, and pub- 


lic library service. 


Jewish Book Month in Chicago 


Jewish Book Month, November 15- 
December 15, was commemorated by the 
Chicago Public Library in an annotated list 
entitled “The Jewish People: 100 Books 
Published During 1943-1946.” 


Pratt Course in Special Libraries 


Pratt Institute Library School is offering 
an elective in Special Libraries for the third 
quarter beginning March 17. Rebecca B. 
Rankin, Municipal Reference Library, New 
York City, will instruct the course. 


Taxes on Pensions 


Retired librarians of the public libraries 
of New York City have formed an associa- 
tion to work for the abolition of federal in- 
come taxes on library pensions of $2000 
and less. 
the Pensioneer’s Protective Association of 
America, Inc., as one of the means toward 


The association proposes to join 


the accomplishment of its purpose. 


Tri-State Meeting 


The favorable results of the tri-state li- 
brary meeting held in Milwaukee in 1939 
have prompted members of the Wisconsin 
Library Association to pass unanimously 
a resolution to join with the associations of 
Minnesota and Iowa and possibly those of 
North and South Dakota in a 1947 regional 
library conference. 
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The New Membership Blanks 


T THE MEETING of the Membership 
Committee at Buffalo in June a 
subcommittee was appointed to re- 

vise and simplify the A.L.A. membership 
blanks. This committee has worked on the 
problem in close cooperation with Cora M. 
Beatty and the Membership Office and now 
the new blanks are ready to be given a trial. 


Changes 


J JERE are some of the changes on the 
: membership blanks: 


1. The following blanks or sections of 
blanks have been eliminated: 

a. The application for new institutional 
membership (printed on the orange paper) 

b. The application for new personal mem- 
bership (white paper) 

c. The subscription form for College and 
Research Libraries, which was the last sec- 
tion on all blanks. This was done because 
the main job of the committee was to elimi- 
nate as much detail as possible from the 
blanks and there was no particular reason to 
single out a special group on a general mem- 
bership blank. Also, the Membership Office 
states that this section is often filled out but 
no money for the subscription is sent in, which 
appears to reflect confusion in the mind of 
the applicant. 

2. The following blanks have been retained 
(with the exception of the section noted in 
c above) 

a. The personal membership blank printed 
on green paper. 

b. The institutional membership — blank 
printed on yellow paper. 

Both of these blanks now carry boxes 
in the upper right hand corner of the “Mem- 
bership Data” section where the applicant 
checks whether his application is new or a re- 
newal. ‘This made possible the elimination 
of the orange and white blanks noted above. 


Wording has been simplified and sen- 
tences eliminated wherever possible to do so 
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without sacrificing necessary explanations. 
As a result, larger and clearer type is to 
be used. 

At the request of the Membership Office, 
to facilitate the keeping of their records, 
a few words have been added. These in- 
clude the directive “Type or Print,” the 
request that the last name of the applicant 
be printed first, and a line for “Mailing 


Address.” 


3. The committee has struck one very 
serious difficulty which cannot be eliminated 
at this time. In the section “Divisional Mem- 
bership” it was possible to state clearly how 
the individual could join more than one di- 
vision of A.L.A. by the adding of 20 per cent 
to the annual dues, but there is no state- 
ment in regard to how the person may join 
more than one section of a division. A brief 
statement cannot be made because each di- 
vision in its own by-laws decided upon the 
amount to be charged for the privilege of 
membership in more than one of its sections 
and the amount varies in the different divi- 
sions. 


Suggestion 


EALIZING that the lack of provision for 
le such information on the membership 
blank is a handicap to the sections wishing 
to increase their membership, the subcom- 
mittee has the following suggestion: 

That the A.L.A. Membership Committee 
call to the attention of the officers of all di- 
visions the difficulty that has arisen due to 
the lack of uniformity in dues required for 
membership in more than one section of di- 
visions, and that the Membership Committee 
recommend to the officers of the divisions that 
the divisions attempt to set uniform dues for 
all sections agreeable to all divisions. 


If this is done, a simple statement can be 
added to the membership blanks which 





18 4.L.4. BULLETIN: JANUARY 1947 


should clarify the problem, at least for the 
present. 

Simplifying the blanks was not easy, for 
there are many details which, for one reason 
Indeed, 
the results may not seem simple at all, but 
the subcommittee requests that A.L.A. mem- 
bers give the new blanks a trial, always re- 


or another, cannot be eliminated. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
50 East Huron Street 
Chicago, (11) IMinois 


Your INSTITUTIONAL Membership for the calendar year is now payable. If you have 
ot already paid, please check membership below. 


LIBRARIES AND LIBRARY SCHOOLS 
Anaval income*® Annual Oves 
$20,000. or less _$ 5.00 
20,001- 40,000 __. 10.00 
40,001. 70,000 ‘ 15.00 
70,001 -100,000 . 20.00 


CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS (except libraries and library schools) . 
SUSTAINING MEMBERS (except libraries and library schools) 


SEE REVERSE SIDE 


Check 
MEMBERSHIP DATA NEW o 


(Type or Print) RENEWAL () 


Amount of Dues (check cele above) 


middie —s 


State or Province 


DIVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP (Optional) 
(Type or Print) 


In accordance with Article VI Section 3d of the By-Laws, this institution chooses to 


be « member of the onl 
Division and its... . section. 


SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR LIST OF DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS 


Nome of Library Wome of Librerion 


Stete or Province 





membering that if they are not workable 
another revision can be made later. 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE MEMBERSHIP 
COMMITTEE ON THE REVISION OF MEm- 
BERSHIP BLANKS 
JoHn H. KNICKERBOCKER 
CHARLES M. MOHRHARDT 
Marian McFaAppen, Chairman 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
50 East Huron Street 
Chicago, (11) Illinois 


Your PERSONAL MEMBERSHIP for the Calendar Year is now payable. if you he 
ot already paid, please check membership below. 
IBRARY MEMBERS 

Annual Selery Aanedt Dues Aanvel Selory 

Under $120! $ 2.00 $3001-$4000 

$1201-1500 3.00 4001-5000 _ 

1501-2100 4.00 500! and over 

2101-3000 5.00 


TRUSTEE MEMBERS $ 3.00 CONTRIBUTING MEMBERS __ $25.00 
LAY MEMBERS 3.00 SUSTAINING MEMBERS 100.00 
LIFE MEMBERS $200.00 


(SEE REVERSE SIDE) 


MEMBERSHIP DATA 
(Type or Print) 


nt of dues (check sole above) 


“Fint—— Middie: ~ Position (Tite) 


Stote or Province 


DIVISIONAL MEMBERSHIP (Optional) 


(Ne Divisional Allotment for $2 or pee-i 739 Life Members) 
All other members have the privilege of choosing one section in one division. For 
ach additional division membership 20°/, must be added to the annual dues. 


| wish to become a member of the 


Division and its . ‘ a 
(SEE REVERSE SIDE FOR LIST OF DIVISIONS AND SECTIONS) 


ailing Address Tone Stete or Province 
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Midwinter Conference Highlights 


San Francisco Conference 


THE THEME of the San Francisco Con- 
ference, June 29-July 5, will be “A Mora- 
torium on Trivia,” according to the decision 
of the Executive Board. 


19047 Midwinter Conference 


After considerable expression of interest 
in a midwinter conference which would not 
come during the holidays, the Executive 
Board has authorized the Executive Secre- 
tary to endeavor to find hotel accommoda- 
tions for the 1947 Midwinter Conference 
during the third or fourth week of January. 
However, tentative reservations for a con- 
ference date during Christmas week were 
made for holding the conference in the 
Drake. 

Salary Policy Revised 

The Council approved a change in the 
Salary Policy Statement as recommended 
by the Board on Personnel Administration 
as indicated below (the new figures are 
Italic and the figures which appeared 
in the earlier statement are in parentheses 
following the new figures) : 


B. To libraries in institutions of higher edu- 
cation 
1. The minimum annual expenditures for 
salaries and books in libraries in institutions 
of higher education, figured in terms of the 
library service unit load, should be: 
University libraries 
First 2000 units—salaries $16 ($12) and 
books $9 ($7) per unit 
Second 2000 units—salaries $8 ($6) and 
books $7 ($5) per unit 
Remaining units—salaries $8 ($6) and 
books $4 ($3) per unit 
Degree-conferring four-year institution li- 
braries 
First 2000 units—salaries $73 ($10) and 
books $8 ($6) per unit 
Remaining units—salaries $8 ($6) and 
books $5 ($4) per unit 
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Non-degree-conferring institution libraries 
First 1000 units—salaries $8 ($6) and 
books $7 ($5) per unit 

Second 1000 units—salaries $7 ($5) and 
books $3 ($2) per unit 

Remaining units—salaries $4 ($3) and 
books $1 per unit 


Atomic Energy Resolution 


Following the general session on atomic 
energy on December 28, the Council on 
December 29 adopted a resolution on the 
international control of atomic energy 
which called for the following action: 


Now, therefore, be it resolved: 

1. That this Council urge upon all libraries 
and all library organizations the immediate 
necessity of utilizing every means at their 
command, at state and local levels, to advance 
a true understanding on the part of all the 
people of atomic energy and its meaning for 
civilization. 

2. That the American Library Association 
address this resolution to the President of the 
United States, the Secretary of State, the 
delegates of the United States to the United 
Nations, and members of the Congress of the 
United States and members of the USS. 
Atomic Energy Control Commission, express- 
ing appreciation of their efforts in behalf of 
international control of atomic energy and 
urging intensification of these efforts, to the 
end that the full influence of the United States 
may be exerted to obtain favorable action by 
the United Nations. 

3. That the Council urge library organiza- 
tions and individual librarians and library 
trustees to take similar action, making their 
convictions known to the responsible leaders 
of the Government of the United States. 


Nominations Approved 
The Council approved the report of the 
Nominating Committee as printed on page 
482 of the December 1 4.L.A. Bulletin. 
New A.L.A. Chapters 


The Council, on recommendation of the 
Committee on Chapters, approved the peti- 
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tions for A.L.A. chapter status of the fol- 
lowing groups: New Mexico Library 
Association, Nevada Library Association, 


and the Wichita Chapter of the A.L.A. 


Foreign Guests 


At the first Council meeting at Mid- 
winter the chairman of the International 
Relations Board, Flora B. Ludington, in- 
troduced two foreign guests, F. C. Francis, 
secretary of the British Museum, and S. C. 
Chu, Peiping, China. 


Use of Endowment Funds 


Council voted a reaffirmation of its vote 
in Buffalo to spend $20,000 of the endow- 
ment fund annually for three years. It also 
voted expenditure of $10,000 of the endow- 
ment fund for extra expenses incurred in 
moving Headquarters to the new building 
and voted that the Committee on Use of 
Endowment Funds be continued until June 
1947, at which time it is to present a rec- 
ommendation on policy in connection with 
the use of endowment funds, 


Council Practice and Procedure 


As a result of the recommendations of 
the Committee on Relations with Local 
Library Groups and on Membership Par- 
ticipation a special Committee on Council 
Practice and Procedure was appointed to 
review the recommendations of the former 
committee which appeared in the Dec. 1, 
1945, A.L.A. Bulletin. At the Council 
meeting on December 27 the report of the 
Committee on Council Practice and Pro- 
cedure, which covers the following points, 
was approved: 

A vice chairman is to be elected from Coun- 
cil to work with the A.L.A. President on pro- 
grams for Council, although the extent of the 
new program material which could be included 
would necessarily be limited. 


In regard to the recommendation that at- 
tendance at Council meetings be limited, the 


committee thinks that attendance should be 
encouraged. 

Council meetings should be reserved for 
transaction of business and for discussion lead- 
ing to decisions of policy. This does not pre- 
clude discussion of general topics when in the 
best interests of the Association. 

Continuation of the recently established 
practice of identification of Council members 
at meetings was approved. 

Material which has been distributed before 
Council meetings should not be read at the 
meetings. 

Upon election, new Council members should 
be sent a statement from A.L.A. Headquar- 
ters informing them of their responsibilities 
and of the general practices of the Council. 


Institutional Dues 


The Council at its meeting on December 
28 approved a recommendation of the Com- 
mittee on Institutional Membership Dues, 
which would change the first item in the 
Constitution on institutional dues, to read 
as follows: 

Services, privilege of divisional allotment, 
and subscription to the Bulletin, Handbook, 
and Proceedings, shall be available to li- 


braries and library schools upon payment of 
annual dues as follows: 


Income Dues 
less than $ 10,000 $ 5 
$  10,000- 24,999 10 

25,000- 49,999 30 

50,000- 99,999 50 

100,000- 249,999 100* 
250,000- 499,999 150* 
500,000- 749,999 200* 
750,000- 999,999 250* 
1,000,000- or more 300* 


For determination of the rate to be paid 
for membership, services, and_ publications 
annual income shall be defined as the total 
operating income received during the previous 
fiscal year. 


To become effective, this change in the 
Constitution must be approved by vote of 
the membership. 


* Libraries paying $100 or more will receive at no 
further cost one copy of each book and periodical is- 
sued for sale by the A.L.A. during the membership 
year, 
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HE Adult Education Board of the 


American Library Association was one 





of five organizations represented at the first 
meeting of the Joint Committee for the 
Study of Adult Education Policies, Princi- 
ples, and Practices held in October at 
Olympia Fields Country Club, Olympia 
Fields, Ill. Plans were formulated for the 
publication of a pamphlet for the layman 
on the tentative subject ““Adult Education: 
Why—What—Who—How ?” 

As part of its initial task, the committee 
undertook a statement of'some of the chief 
problems confronting adult education and 
arrived at the following: 


1. Increase of general understanding and 
competence, the development of more effective 
citizenship, and wider extension of socially 
desirable human relationships. 

2. Recruitment and training of leaders and 
teachers for adult education. 

3. Development and improvement of ma- 
terials and procedures for adult learning. 

4. Recognition by communities of their re- 
sponsibility for the continuing education of 
adults, 

5. Development of an impelling awareness 
by adults of their individual and group edu- 
cational needs. 

6. Development of appropriate promotional 
techniques to stimulate public interest and par- 
ticipation in adult educational opportunities. 

7. Stimulation of more effective adult edu- 
cation programs for such special groups as 
illiterates, handicapped, and foreign born. 

8. Development of awareness on the part 
of adults of the miseducative influences to 
which they are subjected, and of the extent 
to which, under the guise of adult education, 
inferior and often fraudulent pseudo-schools 
are operating. 

9. Development of adequate recognition 
and compensation for leaders and teachers in 
all areas of adult education. 

10. Development of an understanding of 
the vital relationship between general adult 
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education and vocational education for adults. 
11. Formulation and necessary support for 
needed legislation in adult education. 
12. Provisions for the interchange of infor- 
mation on patterns and plans of organization 
of local and other adult education programs. 


Each member of the committee selected 
one of these problems for further defining 
and outlining, with a report to be made to 
the committee on suggestions for implemen- 
tation aimed toward the solution of the 
problem. 


MAJORITY VOTE in the November elec- 
A tions increased the St. Louis city li- 
brary tax from 4c to 6c on each $100 
of property evaluation. The increased tax 
is expected to bring in $240,000 additional 
annual revenue which will be spent on 
salaries, book collection, new branch librar- 
ies, audio-visual service, and repairs and 


equipment. 


HICAGO PusBLic Lisrary is the sole 
¢ possessor of a collection of five thou- 
sand books in hand-copied braille, the work 
of volunteer women. It has taken the 
Johanna Lodge Transcribing Group of 
Volunteer Workers twenty-five years to 
complete the 925,000 pages in braille that 
make up the collection. These volumes, 
available in no other library, are loaned to 
readers in all parts of the world. ‘Three 
volumes loaned in 1939 were recently re- 
turned with apologies from a Malayan bor- 
rower unable to return them earlier because 
of “a few minor matters beyond his con- 
trol.” 


HE FIRST shipment of books for the 
T amas and teachers of Japan pur- 
chased from funds subscribed to by the US. 
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Education Mission to Japan has reached its 
destination. The bulk of the book selection 
was done by the staff of the Center for In- 
structional Materials, University of Chi- 
cago, under the direction of Alice R. 
Brooks. 


HE FitM CouNcIL OF AMERICA at its 

meeting in late November outlined its 
plans for the forthcoming year’s work. 
Among other activities, the council will 
recommend a thorough study by the L. C. 
Motion Picture Project of ways and means 
to effect better and more expeditious distri- 
bution of government-made films and to 
standardized charges. This 
recommendation is in line with the recom- 
mendation proposed by the A.L.A. Audio- 
Visual Committee and approved by the 
A.L.A. Council last June in Buffalo. 


recommend 


ORE THAN two million surplus texts 
M of the Armed Forces Institute pro- 
gram will be distributed next year by the 
Library of Congress to veterans attending 
schools throughout the country. 


EEKLY ISSUES of printed cards con- 
W aining analyses of recent movies for 
the benefit of libraries will be inaugurated 
this year by the newly established Tabard 
Inn Press. This series is expected to give 
productional information, plot synopses, 
and original sources of movies. Sets of 
printed cards describing current phonograph 
albums are scheduled to be issued by the 
middle of the year. Libraries interested in 
further information may write John L. 
Andriot, 1619 Fairfax Ave., Cincinnati 7. 


~— bequest was recently willed the 
St. Louis Public Library by the 
widow of Frederick M. Crunden, St. Louis 
librarian, 1877-1909. 
that the money be used for a special collec- 


The will suggested 


tion of juvenile books on American history 
and lives of historic Americans. 


HE NEW $200,000 library of the Ameri- 
4 wa University of Beirut, Lebanon, will 
bear the name of the late Nami Jafet, for- 
mer industrialist of Sao Paulo, Brazil, as 
funds for its erection have been contributed 
by his widow and seven sons. The building 
was the first to be built during the drive for 
funds for Near East colleges. It is ex- 
pected to triple the book capacity of Amer- 
ica’s largest overseas university, already the 
repository of one of the largest public collec- 
tions of Arabic manuscripts in the Near 


East. 


HE Institute of Adult Education, 

Teachers College, Columbia Univer- 
sity, publishers of the Film Forum Review, 
plans an expansion of its film research 
program for the benefit of adult discussion 
groups. These plans include a laboratory 
for viewing and evaluating films as aids to 
adult discussion, preparation of evaluation 
sheets and leaders’ and audience guides, 
and publication of an annotated catalog of 
films suitable for discussion ‘in various 


fields. 


ARIAN McFAappen, librarian, Indian- 
M apolis Public Library, recently was 
one of ten people, including President 
Truman, to receive the Military Order 
of the Loyal Legion, an honorary award 
for outstanding patriotic work. 


URING JANUARY 1946 the . 15,257 

women’s clubs using the Good House- 
keeping Club Service received by mail 
copies of a special study program on “Our 
Nation’s Libraries,” prepared by Theresa 
Booth Wells, in cooperation with the 
A.L.A. and the Library of Congress. Re- 
sults from this service over a two-month 
period showed that 738 requests for a total 
of 15,983 copies of free publications for 
study were received. Estimates are that 
at least 27,000 clubs used the program and 
8,000,000 women received and studied it. 
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OUR LIBRARIAN Wants to See You,” 
. article by Robert E. Kingery, read- 
ers’ adviser, New York Public Library, ap- 
peared in the December issue of The Pro- 
gram Planner, published by the Program 
Information Exchange, 41 Maiden Lane, 
New York City 7. The P.I.E., on whose 
board of directors the A.L.A. is represented 
by Mrs. Helen T. Steinbarger, is “a clear- 
ing house for members of organizations in 
Subscrip- 
tions to The Program Planner are $2 for 


the field of popular education.” 


ten issues. 


N ILurNots librarian reports that shortly 
A after the recent article on phonograph 
collections in libraries appeared in the Read- 
er’s Digest, circulation of records increased 
from an average of three a day to about 
twenty-five a day. 


ENRY CHRISTMAN, in his address pre- 
H sented before the Library Unions 
Round Table at the Buffalo Conference, 
made the following suggestion: 

I would like to see in every library a 
bulletin board with the permanent caption, 
“Dress Rehearsal for History, 1946” or 1947, 
or 1948 as the years go on, and to see posted 
on that bulletin board a recommended read- 
ing list that would bring out parallels or re- 
lated episodes in our earlier history. The 


same patterns have been woven through much 
of American history. But we tend to forget. 


HE SEPTEMBER issue of the Bulletin of 
: American College of Surgeons con- 
tains the papers presented in a panel dis- 
cussion on “Departmental Interdependence” 
at the joint conference of medical librarians 
and medical record librarians attending the 
Tri-State Hospital Assembly held in Chi- 
cago, May 1, 1946. 


nN Oct. 15, 1946, the governor signed 
() the bill appropriating $212,000 for 
state aid for public libraries in Missouri. 
Legislation for state aid for public libraries 


was enacted in Missouri in June. The new 
law provides for a public library service 
fund one-half of which will be used for 
grants to establish libraries which meet 
certain standards and one-half for equaliza- 
tion and establishment of new service. The 
Missouri Library Commission has been 
superseded by the state library, a new agency 
set up within the higher education division 
of the state education department. Kathryn 
P. Mier is the state librarian, and the state 
aid will be administered through her office. 


ILLIAM RosE BENET is the subject of 
W. 16mm, kodachrome film biography 
produced by David Robbins Productions, 
420 Madison Ave., New York City 17. 
This film, first of the Contemporary Au- 
thor Series, depicts scenes from the personal 
life of the poet and his famous family. Also 
included is the author's reading of his poem 


“The Whale.” 


NDIANA UNIversITy is the recipient of 
] an $1800 gift from the Indiana Visual 
Aids Company of Indianapolis, for the pur- 
pose of employing graduate students to un- 
dertake studies dealing with selection and 
use of films in the teaching of major sub- 
jects in Indiana schools. Applications for 
assistantships, fellowships, and part-time 
positions on the staff open to graduate stu- 
dents should be sent to L. C. Larson, di- 
rector, Audio-Visual Center, Indiana Uni- 
versity, Bloomington. 


PAHE LOCAL Junior Chamber of Com- 
a merce of a large residential area north 
of Charleston, §.C., has undertaken a proj- 
ect to raise by public subscription a sum in 
excess of $20,000 to build and equip a mod- 
ern public library for their locality. The 
weekly visit of the book truck belonging 
to the county library system has been found 
to be inadequate for this area’s large popu- 
lation, and the nearest library is in down- 
town Charleston, miles away. 
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Trustees’ Citations 

Tue A.L.A. Jury on Citation of Trus- 
tees has requested that nominations for 
1947 citations be in not later than Mar. 1, 
1947, Mrs. Philip Sidney 
Smith, chairman. Library boards, indi- 


according to 


vidual library trustees, state library exten- 
sion agencies, state library associations, or 
the A.L.A. Trustees Division may send in 
names to be considered. ‘The only limita- 
tion put upon nominees is that each must be 
in actual service at least part of the calendar 
the conference at which 


year preceding 


awards are made. Nominations should be 
sent to the Jury on Citation of Trustees, 
A.L.A. Headquarters, 50 E. Huron St., 


Chicago II. 
Milczewski Addresses S.L.A. Group 


Marion A. MitczewskI, director of the 
A.L.A. International Relations Office in 
Washington, D.C., was guest speaker at a 
November meeting of the University and 
College Group of the Special Libraries As- 
His topic was “National Li- 
brary Problems.” 


sociation. 


On International Relations 


HE DIRECTOR of the Office of Public 

Affairs of the Department of State is- 
sued on September 30 an outline of arrange- 
ments to help American organizations keep 
informed about and have their views taken 
into account by the Economic and Social 
Council of the United Nations. 

National organizations should normally 
present their views to their respective gov- 
ernments or through international nongov- 
which they 


ernmental organizations to 


belong. 
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The Division of Public Liaison of the 
Office of Public Affairs of the Department 
of State is normally the source for approach 
to the department in this connection. The 
Division of Public Liaison has also estab- 
lished an office with the American delega- 
tion at the seat of the United Nations in 
New York City, Fisk Building, 250 W. 
57th St., New York City 19. 

Data sheets are available on request from 
the Office of Public Affairs of the Depart- 
ment of State, for indication of fields of 
activity of the Economic and Social Council 
in which the A.L.A. may be interested. 
The division will also help secure appro- 
priate documentation and admission to pub- 
lic meetings in which the Association may 
be interested. The A.L.A. has already 
filed with this division data sheets indicating 
fields of interest within the scope of Eco- 
nomic and Social Council activities. 

It is recommended that libraries sub- 
scribe to the State Department Bulletin and 
to the United Nations Bulletin as sources 
of information. 

Organizations desiring to present their 
views may do so in the following way: 

a. By letter addressed to the Office of Pub- 
lic Affairs, Department of State 

b. By communicating resolutions or other 
forms of action 

c. By personal interview with appropriate 
officers of the government 

d. By participation in joint meetings 

e. By consultation with the United Nations 
Secretariat, this latter by arrangement through 
the Division of Public Liaison. 


Local organizations affiliated with na- 


tional bodies will present their views 
through the national organization. 
The Board on International Relations 


reminds the members how from time to 
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time librarians in this country have had par- 
ticular interest in libraries and librarians 
overseas. Sometimes it has been due to a 
visit, sometimes a professor has found help 
in a college or a public library, sometimes 
a group of people here wish to remind 
friends in another country that warm 
memories of former days are still alive. 
Many other occasions have served to bring 
about happy relations. 

Now that normal postal and other com- 
munications seem to be returning in larger 
or smaller measure, the Board on Interna- 
tional Relations asks librarians in this coun- 
try to remember this interchange of friendly 
relations and valuable exchange of ideas. 

If friends here will tell the office of the 
board (Study 250, Library of Congress 
Annex, Washington 25, D.C.) about any 
particular library or country they may wish 
to cultivate in this fashion, the board will 
gladly do what it can to help in developing 
connections of this kind. The board will 
welcome news received from our foreign 
colleagues as to library conditions in their 
respective institutions and countries. 

Fiora B. LupiIncton, Chairman 
A.L.A. International Relations Board 


List of Films 

LIBRARIANS interested in films for li- 
brary use may secure Aubry Lee Graham’s 
“Information Films and the Public Li- 
brary” from Mildred L. Batchelder, Ameri- 
can Library Association, 50 E. Huron St., 
Chicago 11. ‘The twelve-page mimeo- 
graphed leaflet lists educational films with 


short annotations. 


Correction 

IN THE TABULATION “Students and 
Graduates of Accredited Library Schools,” 
Annual Reports, A.L.A. Bulletin, Oct. 15, 
1946, page 413, figures on enrolment should 
be corrected as follows: Rosary College—g 
women, full time; 18 women, part time; 0 


bh 
wn 


special students. University of Wisconsin 
—24 women, full time. Total—667 
women, full time; 478 women, part time; 
59 women, special or nonmatriculated stu- 
dents. 


International Library Committee 


Cart H. Miram, Milton E. Lord, and 
Margaret S. Gill, of Canada, attended a 
meeting last month of the International Li- 
brary Committee in Geneva. The Execu- 
tive Board at its meeting last June author- 
ized President Rothrock and Executive Sec- 
retary Milam to extend a formal invitation 
to the International Federation of Library 
Associations to hold its first postwar li- 
brary congress in the United States within 
the next two years. 


LF.D. Meeting 


A.L.A. REPRESENTATIVES to the Paris 
meeting of the International Federation of 
Documentation in November were Frederic 
W. Stewart, director of the American Li- 
brary in Paris, and Charles W. David, di- 
rector of libraries, University of Pennsyl- 
vania, Philadelphia, who also represented 
the Council of Learned Societies. 


A.L.A. Income Committee 

THE CoMMITTEE ON A.L.A. INCOME, 
consisting of Luther H. Evans, chairman, 
Flora B. Ludington, Carl Vitz, and James 
J. Weadock, Jr., proposes to study sources 
of funds for A.L.A. activities and to recom- 
mend suitable methods of financing. Rec- 
ommendations from other committees or 
members of A.L.A. will be welcomed. 


C.N.L.A. Meeting 

IN THE ABSENCE of Mary U. Rothrock 
and Milton E. Lord, A.L.A. representatives 
to the Council of National Library Associa- 
tions, Amy Winslow and Paul Howard 
served in their stead at the council meeting 
on Nov. 22, 1946, in Washington. The 
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constitution of the council was revised to 
The 
change was adopted with the understand- 
ing that there is no obligation to inaugurate 


allow the council to operate projects. 


an operating agency. 


New Public Relations Assistant 


CreceLiaA T. HOFFMANN, on leave from 
the Detroit Public Library, joined the staff 
December 9 as public relations assistant. 
Miss Hoffmann is a graduate of the library 
school at the College of St. Catherine, 
where she also completed her undergradu- 
ate work. She has had eleven years’ ex- 
perience in the Detroit Public Library, 
partly as acting branch librarian. 

At its meeting in October the Executive 
Board voted that Olga M. Peterson, chief 
of the Public Relations Office and special 
membership assistant, spend full time on 
special membership promotion, except for a 
supervisory relationship to the Public Re- 
lations Office, for the remainder of the 
fiscal year, 1946-47. It will thus be possi- 
ble to devote more time than formerly to 
public relations and, at the same time, to 
produce more income for the activities in 
which the Association should engage but 
for which it does not have funds. 

Special members are those friends of the 
A.L.A., laymen and professional librarians, 
who pay annual dues of $25 or $100. At 
present A.L.A.’s income from this source 
amounts to $10,000. In the last several 
years it has not been possible to carry on 
intensive campaigns to increase the num- 
ber of special members appreciably. During 
the current fiscal year, an attempt will be 
made to produce an additional $10,000. 

Librarians can help make the campaign a 
success by reporting to Headquarters the 
names of individuals in their communities 
who have shown interest in supporting edu- 


cational services, particularly libraries, and 
who could afford to join the A.L.A. as spe- 
This type of membership 


cial members. 


has often stimulated the member’s interest 
in the library in his own community. In 
any case, it gives him a concept of the mod- 
ern library’s place in the social and educa- 
tional scheme. 


B.E.LL. Conference 


A CONFERENCE on education for librari- 
anship was held at A.L.A. Headquarters, 
Dec. 12-14, 1946, on invitation of the Board 
of Education ‘Those 
present represented groups in the library 


for Librarianship. 


profession which are most directly con- 
cerned with the education of librarians: for 
the Board of Education for Librarianship, 
Harriet Dorothea MacPherson, chairman, 
Mrs. Lucile L. Keck, Richard H. Logsdon, 
Ralph Munn, and Francis R. St. John, 
members, and Anita M. Hostetter, secre- 
tary; for the A.L.A. Division of Library 
Education, Lewis F. Stieg, president, and 
Mr. Logsdon, vice president; for the As- 
sociation of American Schools, 
Mrs. Florrinell F. Morton, president; for 
the Board on Personnel Administration, 
Louis M. Nourse, chairman, Hazel B. 
Timmerman, executive assistant, and Mrs. 
Theodora R. Brewitt, chairman of the Sub- 
committee on Job Analysis of Library Du- 
ties; for the Special Committee on Dis- 
cussion of the Wheeler Report, Miss Mac- 
Pherson, chairman, and Mr. Nourse, Jean 
Gardiner Smith, and Mr. Stieg, members. 


Library 


The conference offered an opportunity 
for discussion of crucial questions in the re- 
cruiting and education of librarians and of 
lines of action which the groups represented 
plan to take. 

Separate sessions were scheduled during 
the conference for the Committee on Dis- 
cussion of the Wheeler Report and for the 
Board Librarianship. 
Joint meetings of the board with the par- 
ticipating groups were held at the Mid- 


of Education for 


winter Conference to carry forward the 
results of the conference. 
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Brief News of 


General Interest 





Electric Motor Repair Sheets 


Murray Hitt Books, Inc., publishers 
of Electric Motor Repair by Robert Rosen- 
berg, now have available folded and col- 
lated sheets suitable for binding by librar- 
ies dissatisfied with the original, duo-spiral 
format of the book. ‘These sheets are pro- 
curable through the same dealer channels 
as the regular volume. ‘The sheets were 
made available to libraries after the Los 
Angeles Public Library had objected to the 
original format. 


Fun Guide for Children 


Vacation Fun Directory, describing points 
and programs of interest in St. Paul with 
lists of suitable books and line-drawings, 
has been compiled by Della McGregor and 
the children’s room staff of the St. Paul 
Public Library. The cost for individual 
copies is 10c; for twenty-five or more, §c. 


Children’s Bookmarks 


Tue ist of Newberry-Caldecott win- 
ners is now available in bookmark form, 
and copies of it may be secured from the 
Children’s Book Council, 62 W. 45th St., 
New York City 19, at 50c for 100 copies. 


Red Cross Film 

“FAacING TOMORROW,” a two-reel, 16mm. 
motion picture short with sound, offers a 
dramatic demonstration of the work of the 
American Red Cross in helping to solve the 
postwar problems of servicemen and their 
families. No solicitation of funds is made 
in the film, which is available for a slight 
shipping charge from the Motion Picture 
Distributing Office, American Red Cross, 
40 E, 49th St., New York City 17. 


True Nature Series 


CHILDREN may be interested in the new 
True Nature picture stories of animal life 
on the farm and in the forest. Quick 
action photographs have been reproduced 
in sepia from Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Films and are accompanied by a brief run- 
ning text. In stiff paper binding, the twelve 
books are now available at a cost of 50¢ 
a piece from booksellers or Encyclopaedia 


Britannica, 20 N. Wacker Dr., Chicago 6. 


College Aviation Courses 


LIBRARIANS may secure the 1946-47 
chart of “U.S. College Aviation Courses” 
by addressing requests to Jane Drucker, 
Flying magazine, 185 N. Wabash Ave., 
Chicago 1. 


Trade Display Charts 


Two sets of fifteen international trade 
charts, sizes 8” x 104” and 38” x 48”, are 
now available on request from the Division 
of Public Liaison, Department of State, 
Washington, D.C. 


Public Affairs Pamphlet 


THE LATEST Public Affairs Pamphlet 
(No. 122) is Benjamin C. Gruenberg’s 
How Can We Teach about Sex? Single 
copies may be ordered for 10c from Public 
Affairs Committee, Inc., 22 E. 38th St., 
New York City 16. 


Peabody Scholarships 


S1x one-hundred-dollar scholarships will 
be offered this summer by the Peabody Li- 
brary School to students wishing to work 
toward the M.S. in L.S. degree. Requests 
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for scholarships should be sent to the direc- 
tor, Peabody Library School, Nashville 4, 
not later than Apr. 15, 1947. 


” . 
Correction 


IN THE November Bulletin on page 461 
we referred to the new publication Jm- 
primatur as “a Library Quarterly for 


Bibliophiles.” 


tion has called our attention to the fact that 


The editor of the publica- 


it is not a library quarterly but a literary 


quarterly. 


50 Years of Fact and Fiction 

‘THE BOOK List “Our Yesterdays,” issued 
in commemoration of the golden anniversary 
of the Queens Borough Public Library, 
lists outstanding news events and novels of 
the past fifty years. Up to three copies 
may be secured free from the library, 89-14 


Parsons Blvd., Jamaica 2, N.Y. 


Tolerance Posters 

Four Posters entitled ““We Hold These 
Truths,” illustrated with photographs of 
Americans at work and pertinent statements 
by George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roose- 
velt, are available without charge from the 
Council against Intolerance in America, 17 
E. 42nd St.. New York City 17. 


(Organization of Branches 

Lowe_t MartTIn’s paper on “The Pur- 
pose and Administrative Organization of 
Branch Systems in Large Urban Libraries,” 
which was submitted to the Graduate Li- 
brary School, University of Chicago, in 
1940 in candidacy for the degree of master 
of arts, has hitherto been available only by 
borrowing from the University of Chicago 
Library. It has now been borrowed and 
reproduced (mimeographed) by the Enoch 


Pratt Free Library for use by its own 


branch survey committee. With Mr. Mar- 
tin’s permission the Pratt library will run 
off additional copies for sale at cost ($1 
each) if sufficient orders are received before 
Mar. 1, 1947. 
Carolyn Pullman, Enoch Pratt Free Li- 
brary, Baltimore 1. 


Please address inquiries to 


Book on San Antonio 

TEN YEARS AGO the staff of the Public 
Library, San Antonio, Tex., published a 
small book about the town designed for the 
use of elementary school children. This 
vear the library plans a new edition which 
may be useful for both adults and children. 
The narration is by Leah Carter Johnston, 
head of the children’s department, from 
material assembled by the staffs of San An- 
tonio and Bexar County libraries. Prepub- 
lication price of the cloth-bound book will 
be $1.50 up to Feb. 15, 1947. Orders re- 
ceived by the library after that date will be 
charged $2.50. 


Visual Education Equipment 

The Directory of the Members of the 
National Association of Visual Education 
Dealers, published in November 1946, 
serves as a helpful guide to libraries in 
locating dealers in films and film equip- 
ment in their areas. The directory lists 
264 dealers in films and audio-visual equip- 
ment. It can be obtained without charge 
from the National Association of Visual 
Education Dealers, 431 S. Dearborn St., 


Chicago 5. 


Social Hygiene Day 

NATIONAL SociAL HyciEeNe Day will 
be observed February 5 under the sponsor- 
ship of the American Social Hygiene As- 
sociation, Inc., 1790 Broadway, New York 
City 19, which has available free a kit of 
program and publicity aids and a folder, 
Working Together. 
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THE POST 


B.B.F. Director Honored 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 

I have wanted to lose no time in writing 
you these lines in order to give you the most 
gratifying news that, acting upon the spon- 
taneous proposition of a number of highly 
distinguished intellectuals of this country, the 
President of Mexico has most deservedly con- 
ferred upon our good friend Dr. Harold 
Bentley a highly coveted decoration, the Order 
of the Aztec Eagle. 

Although my fellow board members have 
not met since the date of this communication, 
I know that they will be as pleased as I am 
to hear of this official recognition of Dr. Bent- 
ley’s brilliant services. If ever an honor was 
fully merited, it is surely on this occasion! 

I must add that Dr. Bentley himself had 
not the slightest inkling of what was going 
on. There will, of course, be some sort of a 
ceremony, but as I know that the information 
will prove most gratifying to you and to all 
our fellow members of the A.L.A., I am 
hastening to relay it to you. 

PaBLo MartTINEZ DEL Rio, President 

Board of Directors 

Biblioteca Benjamin Franklin 
Mexico, DY. 


More about Censorship 
TO THE PUBLIC RELATIONS CHIEF: 

An assistant just came to my office to in- 
quire if the postal authorities had requested 
us to remove Memoirs of Hecate County 
from our shelves. According to her, one of 
the rental libraries in town had been told to 
do so. It reminded me of your note on page 
238 of the September 1 4.L.A. Bulletin. 

When I came here last month the former 
librarian took me.to City Hall to meet the 
mayor. During our conversation he asked to 
borrow the Memoirs and Forever Amber, ex- 
plaining that he had received many complaints 
concerning them. 

I told him how loath librarians are to set 
themselves up as censors of adult readers. 
“I feel that I have no right to tell you that 
you must not read a particular book.” I 
explained that Winsor had written a realistic 
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Communications to or 


from A.L.A. Members 


book about a rotten period in English history 
and that the chapters on the Great Plague and 
the London fire -were good historical fiction, 
that we had a biographical work written in 
the Victorian era about the women of Charles 
II’s court and that it substantiated in serious 
form Winsor’s fiction. 

That day I sent him both titles and later 
we renewed them so that he could “lend them 
to the chief of police who wanted to read 
them.” I waited to see what would happen 
and in time the books were returned without 
comment. So I thought Decatur had weath- 
ered the gale but rumor still has it that “the 
postal authorities have demanded that book- 
stores withdraw Hecate County.” To date 
I have heard nothing about The Hucksters. 

Muriet E. Perry, Librarian 
Decatur Public Library 
Decatur, IIl. 


On Being a Division President 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 

From my year’s experience as president of 
the Division of Cataloging and Classification, 
I have the following comments to make. 

No one should be president of a division 
without having had experience as a Councilor, 
or something which approximates it, since it 
is expedient to require this experience as a 
qualification for presidency. 

Couldn’t we do more to prepare for par- 
ticipation in the work of A.L.A.? Library 
schools should put A.L.A. messages to the 
Council out for students to see. These mes- 
sages represent a certain kind of report writ- 
ing. The potential organization worker will 
learn many things incidentally while reading 
only for news. Or library school advisers 
might be allowed or encouraged to use this 
type of material with promising students. 
(All this is predicated upon the fact that 
library school faculties should themselves see 
the reports!) 

The same sample material in pam binders 
at A.L.A. conferences might prove stimulating 
and enlightening to members. In addition, it 
should be sent freely to active members of 


the Junior Members Round Table. Adminis- 
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trators who are Councilors should consciously 
use the reports for preparation of younger 
staff members. 

The A.L.A. Headquarters Library might 
have samples of good committee organization, 
correspondence, and reports, and should en- 
courage their use. 

I know I couldn’t have conducted my year’s 
work without the training incidental to seeing 
A.L.A. material sent to the University of 
Illinois Library School through Dr. McDiar- 
mid’s request. We used to post some of the 
material on the bulletin boards for student 
instruction. Even though this would have to 
be incidental, I think it would be worth while. 

AMELIA Kaige, President, 1945-46 
Division of Cataloging and 
Classification 


Telegram from Maine | 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 

The Maine Library Association represent- 
ing librarians from both college and public 
libraries feels that the strength of any library 
association in the country lies in its represent- 
ing as many librarians as possible and wishes 
to go on record as deploring any separation of 
the Association of College and Reference Li- 
braries from the American Library Associa- 
tion. 

Grace TrRAPPAN, Librarian 
Public Library 
Portland, Me. 


To the A.L.A. on Its Seventieth 
Birthday 


DEAR OLD THING: 

Come to think of it, nobody seems to have 
remembered that you were seventy years old 
on Oct. 4, 1946. Neither did I. Not that 
the accumulation of seventy years is a matter 
for congratulations, but it is at least a point 
to stop at and look back over the past and 
forward to what, if anything, lies ahead. 

By and large, you have had a fairly placid 
and reasonably useful career, rather quiet and 
aimless at the start, until, by the time of the 
World’s Fair of 1893, you were seventeen and 
began to wake up and do a bit of strutting: 
You were helped along a little in finding your- 
self by Andrew Carnegie, who, however, as 
rich uncles with the best of intentions often 


will, really did you more harm than good. 
His heirs and assigns did better by you, until, 
after the First World War, they tried to wish 
adult education on you. It didn’t take, but 
you've not been quite the same ever since, 
Among the adults you tried to educate was 
yourself, so that you might grow up as a pro- 
fessor and head up a profession. That didn’t 
take very hard either, at least, not yet. But 
you are still hoping. 

Anyway, by the time you were fifty, you 
thought well enough of yourself to invite your 
colleagues from abroad to come over and help 
celebrate your fiftieth anniversary. They 
came over and enjoyed your hospitality and 
were kind in their comments on what they saw. 
The next year we all went overseas to help 
your opposite number, the Library Associa- 
tion (British), celebrate its fiftieth anniver- 
sary and we had an even better time. We 
were, in our turn, impressed with what we 
saw over there and came back in a somewhat 
chastened mood. 

That was twenty years ago, and since then 
things have been getting gradually tougher, 
what with a depression and a second world 
war and a rising generation too prone to 
wonder out loud how much longer the old 
folks are going to stick around. You had to 
submit with good grace, or a reasonable fac- 
simile thereof, to the scrutiny of your consti- 
tution and your vital organs by a set of op- 
erators—several successive sets, called activi- 
ties committees (I have lost count but I think 
there are four now, or maybe five) who began 
to hack away at your old carcass, trimming 
here and adding there, until now, more than 
ever before, you don’t seem the same as you 
were. You have now retired to a nice home, 
far from the turmoil of the busy world, but 
still they keep coming. They don’t exactly 
want to desert you, or leave you to your fate 
—the A.C.R.L., the D.P.L., and the other 
initialed and embattled hosts—in fact, they 
want to share your fate, or fortune, in the 
form of a share of your hard-earned income— 
which you do not think you can spare. To 
an innocent bystander it looks like a dilemma, 
or perhaps a Gordian knot. Whichever it is, 
it could be dealt with: a dilemma, by taking 
it by the horns, and a Gordian knot, with a 
good sharp knife. 

Just what is going to happen, I don’t know. 
But I keep thinking of the final stanzas of a 
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poem entitled “Jennie June,” by a Chicago 

poet of the 1870's, Benjamin Franklin Taylor: 

“Jennie June,” then said I, “let us linger no more 

By the banks of the beautiful river. 

Let the boat be unmoored and be muffled the oar, 

And we’ll steal into heaven together; 

If the angel on duty your coming descries, 

You have nothing to do but throw off the disguise 

That you wore when you wandered with me; 

And the sentry shall say, Welcome back to the 
skies, 

We have long been awaiting for thee.” 


I don’t mean to say, Old Thing, that you 
are an angel in disguise, as the poet says Jen- 
nie June was, but only that, like her, you 
seem to be about ready to steal into heaven. 


Well, so long, Old Thing, it’s been nice seeing 
you. 
And I’ll be seeing you again, soon! 
Cart B. Ronen, Librarian 
Chicago Public Library 
Chicago 


Japan Salutes Us 


TO THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 
Since the termination of hostilities, Japanese 


libraries have been moving very slowly but 
steadily along the road of rehabilitation, 
thanks to the kind and careful guidance of the 
Allied Supreme Headquarters. Behind this 
progress lies the uncommon effort of Philip 
O. Keeney, Library Officer, C. I. & E. Sec- 
tion. 

Taking advantage of the opportunity of Mr. 
Keeney’s return home on furlough, I should 
like to take the liberty of paying our deep 
respects to all the librarians of the United 
States and, also, expressing the determination 
on our part to contribute to the future estab- 
lishment of a cultural and peace-loving Japan 
through the rehabilitation of our libraries. 

So it is our earnest desire that, through 
your good offices, our hopes be transmitted to 
every member of your library world that we, 
Japanese librarians, look forward to the sym- 
pathy and assistance of librarians of your 
country who have obtained the most brilliant 
achievements in the world. 

Please accept our highest regard and con- 
fidence. 

Tosuio Eto, Director in Chief 
Library Association of Japan 
Tokyo 


Wants and Offers 


Notices of wants and offers are accepted 
from institutional members only. Such li- 
braries are allowed fifteen lines of type per 
year free. The next five lines are one dollar; 
each additional five lines thereafter are 
seventy-five cents. 


Harvard College Library, Cambridge 38, 
Mass., Keyes D. Metcalf, librarian, offers for 
cost of transportation: bound vols. of The 
New York Tribune, 1900-12 (47 vols.) ; Bos- 
ton Herald, 1900-15 (59 vols.). 

Kanawha County Public Library, Charles- 
ton 1, W.Va., Charles E. Butler, librarian, 
offers for cost of transportation: American 
Institute of Electrical Engineers. Transac- 
tions, vols. 24-35 (1905-16, 11 vols. in 19). 


University of New Mexico, Albuquerque, 
Arthur M. McAnally, librarian, wants: set 
of War of the Rebellion records, with or with- 
out atlas. 

Berkshire Athenaeum, Pittsfield, Mass., 
Robert G. Newman, librarian, offers for cost 
of transportation: bound vols. of the Berk- 
shire Eagle (Pittsfield, Mass., daily news- 
paper), 1906 (May-August), 1907-09, 1910 
(January-August), 1911 (May-December), 
1912-13, 1914 (January-August), 1915-17, 
1918 (January-August), 1919 (May-Decem- 
ber), 1922, 1923 (January-April). 

Texas Lutheran College Library, Seguin, 
Katharine S. Diehl, librarian, wants: 2 copies 
Shaw List of Books for College Libraries, 
1931, 0.p., scarce, state price. 





Latest News on Ads 


S INDICATED in our note on page 494 of the December 1 4.L.A. Bulletin, 
the complication in connection with our second-class mailing privilege 
has made it impossible to use personnel ads in the Bulletin until the 

Executive Board adopts a resolution stating that a part of each member’s dues 
is to cover a year’s subscription to the 4.L.4. Bulletin. The Executive Board 


took no final action at the Midwinter meeting because a reply to a communica- 





tion to the Third Assistant Postmaster General had not been received. How- 
ever, as soon as the reply is received the final decision of the Executive Board 
will be reported in the 4.L.4- Bulletin. Thus, the personnel ads may or may 
not appear in the February Bulletin—TuHeE Ebitor. 


Committee A ppointments 


members for the various committees and boards of the American Library Association. 
The main problem is the constant infusion of new blood. The younger A.L.A. members who 
are willing and anxious to work on committees should be given the opportunity. The stand- 
bys who have proved their usefulness should not be placed on more and more committees 
until their actual contribution is lowered. Nevertheless, the all-important thing is to ap- 
point on committees and boards those individuals who will make the greatest contributions. 
The membership-at-large can help in this task by suggesting individuals whom they be- 
lieve might well serve on specific boards or committees. Only through constant advice and 
counsel can the chairman on committee appointments hope to nominate the right sort of com- 


(> OF the more important and perplexing tasks of the President-Elect is to nominate 


mittees. This is an urgent call for help. 


PAUL NortuH Rice, Chairman 
Committee on Committee Appointments 








19047 A.L.A. Membership Campaign 


1946 A.L.A. Members: 16,000 | 
1947 Goal: 19,000 net (paid new and renewals) 





Librarians 
1946 Members Quota 1947 Goal 1940 Census 
State United States 
Alabama IIs 23 138 231 i 
Arizona 38 8 46 107 
Arkansas 79 16 95 140 
California 1133 227 1360 3462 
Colorado 157 31 188 381 
Connecticut 279 56 335 772 
Delaware 44 9 53 85 
District of Columbia 490 98 588 847 
Florida 170 34 204 320 
Georgia 164 33 197 432 
Idaho 29 6 35 107 
Illinois 1239 248 1487 2393 
Indiana 429 86 515 963 
Iowa 226 45 271 696 
Kansas 180 36 216 499 i 
Kentucky 145 29 174 362 ' 
Louisiana 193 39 232 353 
Maine 74 15 89 225 
Maryland 279 56 335 499 
Massachusetts 766 153 919 2146 
Michigan 784 157 941 1513 
Minnesota 378 76 454 891 
Mississippi 68 14 82 161 
Missouri 291 58 349 7382 
Montana 55 11 66 136 y 
Nebraska 124 25 149 343 ‘ 
Nevada 13 3 16 29 ' 
New Hampshire gI 18 109 246 ‘ 
New Jersey 462 92 554 1438 
New Mexico 55 II 66 69 f 
New York 2068 414 2482 4882 
North Carolina 299 60 359 576 t 
North Dakota 41 8 49 gI j 
Ohio 978 196 1174 2441 
Oklahoma 103 21 124 375 
Oregon 201 40 241 438 
Pennsylvania 816 163 979 1922 
Rhode Island 95 19 114 263 
South Carolina 108 22 130 317 i 
South Dakota 58 12 70 144 a 
Tennessee 257 51 308 457 
Texas 378 76 454 1216 
Utah 46 9 55 193 
Vermont 51 10 61 139 
Virginia 260 52 312 633 
Washington 324 65 389 509 
West Virginia 85 17 102 176 
Wisconsin 425 85 510 907 
Wyoming 21 4 25 80 
Hawaii 66 13 79 
Canada 
Province 
Alberta 14 3 17 
British Columbia 60 12 72 
Manitoba 10 2 12 
New Brunswick 5 I 6 
Nova Scotia 12 2 14 e 
Ontario 161 32 193 u 
Prince Edward Island 2 I 3 i 
Quebec 52 10 62 4 


Saskatchewan 19 4 23 





SS, ubject Guide 
TO UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


By HERBERT S. HIRSHBERG 


AND CARL H. MELINAT 


] ESIGNED AS A STARTING POINT IN ANSWERING COMMON 
J) questions, these analyses of documents arranged by subject bring to light 
much useful material frequently overlooked. 


Only the most important publications on a particular subject have been included, 
resulting in a highly selective list of serials, directories, bibliographies, 
handbooks, and other publications which have great potential reference use. 
Most highly technical items have been omitted, and much ephemeral material 
relating to World War II has been excluded unless the items are illustrative of 
war activities which may be of postwar interest. Up-to-date subject headings 
reflect the high percentage of recent listings in the Subject Guide (through 
June 1946), although material published during the past twenty years has 
been included when it is still of value. Arrangement is by subject only, with 


cross-references freely made. 


From their experience with government documents and with referénce 
work, the compilers are aware of questions repeatedly asked. They have therefore 
provided subject entries which will aid the reference librarian in progressing 
quickly from the question to the material in government publications that 
will answer it. A companion volume to Hirshberg’s Subject Guide to Reference 


Books (A.L.A., 1942, $4). 


236 pages READY IN MAy Price to be announced 


“ITS CHIEF VALUE TO ALL 

LIBRARIES WILL BE AS A TOOL 

FOR QUICK REFERENCE TO 

FEDERAL DOCUMENTS BY SUBJECTS.” 
JEROME K. WILCOX 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


50 East Huron Street Chicago 11, Illinois 





